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A DARK HORSE 
February af 
Phillips, John Harper 
THE SECOND HAPPIEST DAY $3.75 ~ 


Some will herald this as a Scott Fitzgerald of today, and assuredly it pro- 
vides comparable panoramic effects in the lives of today's lost generation, with 
their insecurities, false standards, and restlessness. That John Phillips’ portrait 
is true of only a limited segment of our society (as was Fitzgerald's in his day) 
does not minimize the deadly accuracy of:his observation, his probing behind the fac- 
ade to the unhappiness and disillusionment (for the few he accepts as having dreamed 
dreams). His young people, for the most part, represent the well-to-do, or those 
striving to belong on the periphery; and at the heart of his story are four who 
should have found the answer:-George Marsh, whose "silver spoon" tarnished what it 
touched; Lila, whom he had always loved, and who saw in her parents' travesty of 
marriage the picture of what she might do to George; Gus Taylor, who tells the story 
of a friendship that couldn't stand up to punishment, and a love that couldn't accept 
the trammels of marriage; and Chee Wee, who made the most of her aspirations, and 
scrambled along on the edge of her attainments. A panoramic novel, which spans 
school days, in vivid recall, glimpses years of war, and focusses on the struggle for 
excitement outside the jobs that pall. (It is betraying no confidences to say that 
"John Phillips" is John Marquand Jr.) His story is surely popular and the manner of 
its telling holds a hopeful augury of his future. 
(Footnote:- Word has just come of its selection as Book of the Month for retfiyery.) 


The Level 1s Not High- But Watch These... 
A new van Wyck Mason, GOLDEN ADMIRAL (Doubleday) for sound entertainment; another 


Robert Standish-GENTLEMAN OF CHINA (Macmillan)- he has a following; a slighter Vaughan 
Wilkins in A KING RELUCTANT (also Macmillan); a dark horse good renter in FEVER OF LOVE 


by Rosamond Harcourt-Smith (Longmans). Not too heartening a start on the new year. 
PROBLEM ATICAL BOOKS 
January 12 
Danoen, Emile Houghton, Mifflin - Ballantine 
TIDES OF TIME $1.50 hardbound - $.35 paper 


A direct documentary of the slum life of Le Havre follows the life of Adele 
Vittel and her children from the turn of the century to the last war when their old 
house is bombed out. With fate stepping in when marriage was imminent, Adele's three 
children, Marie, Arthur and Roger, are the illegitimate offspring of different fathers 
with only Marie carrying on the line after her enforced wedding to Louis. Jeannot and 
Lucette grow up in Adele's pancake shop, know Arthur's Turkish wife,and Jeannot, with 
his cousin Lydie, is the one to find her and her baby murdered by Roger. Jeannot in 
spite of experimental sex adventures with other women can never break the strong bond 
that holds him to Lydie,and when they are fleeing the town in the bombings of 1941, 
it is she he saves and with her returns to the pancake shop to live as man and wife- 
only to have it too wiped out. The gang wars of the children, the happy and unhappy 
times at the shop, the San Francois quarter of the town which was no nursery. the 
unpretentious., humble lives of the people- in an unsparing account of a vanished area- 
are reviewed with compassion and competence. 


-767- 










Fiction December 15, 1952 


January 1 
Prentice-Hall 


rshall, Rosamond 
THE GENERAL'S WENCH $3.50 


A period pastry (sort of like cheesecake) which follows the tossed and tum- 
bled love affair of Sabrina Horne, protected but prime, and General Sir John Templar who 
returns from India with a rajah's reward in gems and gold and a ready passion for a 
lovely woman. Sabrina is married off to old Sir William, but it takes more than Sabrina 
to make a man of him and she is ready to annul the marriage when Sir John offers a love 
she has imagined but never known. Sir William, however, when apprised of her intentions, 
locks her up in an attic room to die- then kills himself, before Sir John- with the help 
of a fat and crafty lawyer- Oliphant- can rescue her. Sabrina and Sir John marry, but 
it is Oliphant who this time crosses the progress of their true love and stealing both 
Sabrina and Sir John's gold, makes off to the continent. Again locked up, and this time 
flogged- and flogged again, Sabrina is saved at last and this time is secure with her 
lover.... And as before, transparent gestures and garments do not combine to conceal 
what is essentially backstairs trash, though there will be them's that find it a heady 


elixir. 
January 21 


Ridge, Antonia Harper 
FAMILY ALBUM $32-75 3 — 


A gentle, inconsequential narrative of a trip to the continent in which Doro- 
thy Florence Durand, a school teacher and a spinster of middle years, is the innocent 
abroad who chronicles her journey to France- in search of the family forebears she had 
never known. Orphaned in her infancy and left in the charge of a kindly Aunt Kate, Doro- 
thy had known nothing of her past save for the family album through which she had built 
a make believe world where everything was just as she wanted it to be. In Nimes,, she 2 


finds her grandfather's house and the Marius Durand who bears her father's name but 
shares no relationship; travels onward take her to a mountain village and the warm wel- 
come of two cousins; the occasional- and formal- communiques from Monsieur Durand dis- 
appoint her and do not prepare her for the later proposal of marriage on her return to 
Nimes- happily accepted.... A prim but pleasing nosegay which sheds a sentimental fra- 
grance- a fragrance that may well dissipate into thin air. 


January 26 Miach OY C. ert (Z,a,PF%, 
7 


Gann, Ernest K. William Sloane ms 
$3.50 | 
THE HIGH AND THE MIGHTY 


A new novel sustains the skywriting of Benjamin Lawless and Island in the Sky 
in down-to-earth terms as a commercial flight from Honolulu to San Francisco, its passen- 
gers and crew, provide some recognizable figures and readymade situations which converge 
at a common denominator in the toss-up between life and death. There's Sullivan, the 
pilot, whose experience in the air brings with it only a cumulative fear; Dan Roman, who 
"didn't know when to quit” and at 53, is too old for a young profession; Leonard Wilby, 
the navigator, in love with the wife who will probably ruin him; the Bucks- newlyweds, 
and the Rices- whose marriage had been spoiled by her money; Humphrey Agnew, obsessively 
jealous of Kenneth Childs, whose worldly success is matched by his easy ways with women; 
Korean Miss Chen- who will study at Columbia, and Frank Briscoe, who will soon die of 
cancer; etc. etc. And as an engine catches fire and a propeller is lost, the passengers 
are alerted to the ditching ahead, and private quarrels ease off before the larger ques- 
tion mark of survival. On the flight deck, it is Roman who makes the decision to take a 
chance on making the airport- rather than ditching into a nasty sea- and it is his calm 
and his seasoned judgment which brings the ship in safely An old story, for which 
there are not too many new lines- but the processing is sure and smooth. 
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* 


Scott, J.M. Dutton 
HEATHER MARY $3.00 


The crossing of the yacht, eather Mary, from England to Bermuda, heads in- 
to emotional undercurrents as well as dangerous waters when Richard Charrington in- 
vites five- who had known his dead wife- to form the crew for the boat which bears 
her name. Impatient, imperious, and a rather exhausting egoist, Richard is seen 
through the unsympathetic glance of those who had loved the gentle Heather Mary; the 
tragedy of the uneven marriage is filled in gradually; and Richard's groundless jeal- 
ous suspicions are finally put to rest with the smarting revelation of her suicide- 
chosen as an alternative to her return to him, after the war. The storms at sea are 
matched by an equal violence aboard- when Richard tries to burn the boat, but at the 
end it is the crew which makes the only decision which can save them... A drama, in 
which physical danger is sharpened by the unknown circumstance and the imbalance of 
character, this tells a curious story with cwmlative excitement and conviction. 


February 18 


Keon, Michael Harper 
THE TIGER IN SUMMER $3.50 


A behind-the-lines documentary of the Chinese communists on the march- just 
before they came out of the “guerrilla wilderness" into national power-is not only a 
verbatim transcript of this country at war but an object lesson in the implacability 
and infallibility of this drive. Mark Wyatt, a writer, born and reared in China and 
now back there after seven years, still in love with Yueh Ming, a dedicated guerrilla, 
is the campfollower and observer as the Red Army beats a brutal path from village to 
village through the mountains, as an old civilization gives way to the new propaganda, 
as Kuomintang informers or landlord "reactionaries" face savage to obscene reprisals. 
And "the demonstration without error, closed, cold and final, that was communism to 
a Communist” takes place in personal terms for Mark in the hopeless love for Yueh 
Ming, when the killing of Han and Sun- Mark's friends- at the hands of Chu Kang, her 
other lover, provokes her greater allegiance to Chu Kang, proves the distortion in 
which political conscience overrides human- and humane- response...... Effective, and 
in many ways impressive, this is a sobering spectacle of Communism in action in all 
its pride of dogma and misdirection of salvation. 


February 19 


Graham, Winston Doubleday .z 
DEMELZA: 4 Novel of Cornwall 1788490 $3,00 — 


Demelza is the waif grown to wife who married Ross Poldark of 7he Renegade 
(1951, p.453) Mr. Graham's Galsworthian predecessor to the saga-like account of late 
eighteenth century Cornwall copper mining. Continying the pattern set up when Ross, 
owner of Nampara mine, fell from his family's and convention's good graces by mar- a 
rying the spirited Demelza- here is her story- as she gives birth to her first child 
only to watch the tragedy of its death; as she sees Ross bend to the’ influence of 
wealthy relatives and struggles to create family accord where there is none; as 
local gossip slashes lives; as the mines nearly fail through both fate and treachery 
but are brought to life again. Gentle and vigorous in its telling, smooth yet not 
great for the lack of psychological probing and the dependence on episodic crises 
with which to clear the air, the story does have the atmosphere of place and time- 
the well knit narrative that pulls from page to page. Reliable for rentals. 
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February 19 


Mason, F. van Wyck Doubleday 
GOLDEN ADMIRAL $3,209 


An unhackneyed phase of the Francis Drake legend provides background for the 
picaresque adventures of Henry Wyatt, who became one of the lesser stars of Her Majesty's 
Navy. For the main emphasis in the historic aspects of this doughty tale is on the 
struggle for control of the seas as Drake took the *sttle- against all odds- to the Span- 
ish colonial empire of the Caribbean and smashed Spain's power there, thus making poss- 
ible the ultimate defeat of the Spanish Armada. As for Henry Wyatt, his is a tale that 
reveals much of England's story, on land the aftermath of the uprooting of the farmers, 
the loosing on the country of ruffians and highwaymen, the period of superstition and 
fears, the dire poverty behind the falsity of court display. Wyatt, home from two years 
before the mast, puts himself in peril by challenging the law, escaping the jail, and 
making off with the girl of his choice under the threat of her father's refusal to let 
them wed. Ultimately, at sea again, now in his own leaky vessel, now under Drake's 
command, Wyatt wins through to success and achievement and the Queen's pardon. There's 
much of the pace and vigor of the Hornblower saga in the telling, though no figure at- 


tains the emotional stature of that lusty hero: Good yarning in its field. 
, pane 
$3.00 


Pierce, Ovid Williams 
THE PLANTATION 2/2 uy 


The death of Mr. Ed, on his isolated, almost deserted, plantation, opens up 
stories from the past and the young days and the old days are revealed by those who knew 
him- and his family and their lives. With a father who refused his sister Julia's marri- 
age to an unacceptable suitor, with the responsibility of old aunts and the land, Mr. Ed o 


lost out with his first love, stayed within the pattern when he turned aside from Mary 
who would not be recognized, and found some happiness, but further withdrawal, with Cora, 
who had come to care for his old relatives. Her death brought Julia back to him and 
when he married Miss Tempe the seclusion was complete for he accepted her son as his own. 
His world became more self enclosed with Miss Tempe's death and only the darkies, the 
doctor and the servants kept him company, until his lonely death brings the family and 
the countryside back to his time-stilled home. A story implicit in the memories, inher- 
ent in the guardians of remembered years, this shadows a loneliness and a proud privacy 
whose security lies in a currentless backwater. A first novel that is evocative, south- 
ern- but not decadent, a la Capote. 
February 23 

World 
THE WAITERS $3.75 


A hard-hitting first novel about the life of a Negro waiter in the Fishbowl 
which takes the reader behind the swinging door where the filth of the kitchen contrasts 
with the white Jinen on the table. Asher, a new waiter hired on a steamy Decoration Day, 
views this underworld in miniature where the head waiter is bribed for good stations, 
the boss is a homosexual who plays favorites, and the waiter who runs the numbers opera- 
tion drives around in a Cadillac. The restaurant is staffed by Negroes, a shabby, sorry 
lot who have kicked around from city to city and job to job. Asher's girl is about the 
only upright character in the book, but her hopes for a better life are short-lived when 
Asher becomes a numbers operator and loses his head with his sudden success. When he 
stooges on the newly formed Union he is beaten by his co-workers, and the girl realizes 
how far apart their feelings are- and leaves him. Behind this action- there is the 
larger impression of the Negro people- alien and lost in an unfriendly eastern city..... 
No appetizer, no savory either- this is a fairly heavy course- largely social in signi- 


ficance. 


Fisher, William 
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February 23 


Lanning, George World 
THIS HAPPY RURAL SEAT $3.50 


An oblique to obscure story of lives half lived in the shadow of the past, 
and in a present of shabby gentility and waste, this uses a cast of unattractive, 
aging characters to pursue a rather eccentric course of imponderables. Herbert 
Komar, a C.P.A and a dull, quiet man whose world is confined to the mid-western 
boarding house where he lives and the restaurant where he eats, is attracted by an 
opportunity to purchase a large, old house owned by the Loyds, old Lily Loyd, 
blind and chairbound, and her daughter Blanche- approaching sixty. For the Loyds, 
there is still the memory of "the happy rural seat" in Canada, a symbol of a proud 
past to which no return is possbile. And for Herbert, caught between the two wo- 
men and their mutual antagonism, there is also the attraction to a picture on the 
wall which assumes for him a vitality more real than either woman. But when old 
Lily Loyd dies, it is she who guides Herbert toward Blanche and the realization that 
the "wealth of love" is more valid and communicable than a way of life.....Perhaps 
it is, but the drab circumstances here do not stimulate the communication. 


February 24 


Standish, Robert Macmillan 
GENTLEMAN OF CHINA $3.50 


Thoroughly grounded in the contrasts and conflicts between two cultures, 
this describes the battle between Inspector Willoughby and Kung, President of the 
Greater Shanghai Benevolent Society, both men of good will, both decent and each 
determined on crime prevention. Willoughby's English legal practices clash with 
Kung's methods of extortion but it is Kung who keeps the city safe, although those 
who do not pay up are harried and hunted by his society, and the insurance com- 
panies resent the pressure upon them. Through two robberies, the disintegration 
of a patent medicine company and the gradual wrecking of insuranceman Burnside, 
Kung, in his apprehension of the criminals, turns over the credit to Willoughby, 
and their showdown comes when Burnside brings Kung to court. There the testimony 
of Pearl of the Morning clears Kung, disgraces Burnside and jockeys Kung and Will- 
oughby into an armed truce. The arguments for and against each side, the detail 
and color of Chinese city life, and the East and West in their nearly incompatible 
ideologies bulwark this into more of a thesis novel than recent titles by this 
author. 

Wilkins, Vaughan Macmillan 

A KING RELUCTANT $3.50 


A chronicler of England's Georges now turns to the fate of the lost dauph- 
in of France, with a rather appealing story of lesser stature, perhaps, than some 
of her more pretentious works. The period is that immediately following the violent 
death of the French king in the Revolution; the place- chiefly an island of Wales; 
the principals- an American girl, her aunt, who had forfeited an American estate by 
being a Loyalist, and sundry retainers, villagers, and plotters surrounding the 
issue of the Reign of Terror and the fate of the dauphin. A fanciful and romantic 
tale, this that she spins about the person of a forlorn and frightened child, found 
deserted in a graveyard, and brought to health and sanity by Virginia and her house- 
hold-and of subsequent attempts to secure his person as a symbol of France's Roya- 
list survival- or a threat to be eliminated by those had murdered others in his 
place. Amply plotted and thinly developed, this has a glamour that may win it popu- 
lar esteem, 
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February 25 


Harcourt-Smith, Rosamond Longmans, Green 
FEVER OF LOVE $3.00 


London and the continent, and a fashionable, expensive society backgrounds a 
bright and worldly story of crossed emotions and the lovely distractions of romantic 
dalliance. For the Longacres and the Standings, old friends, find that opposites at- 
tract- and Richard Longacre, after years of marriage to blond, beautiful, but placid 
and passionless Jane is drawn towards Virginia Standing; and Jane, for the first time, 
is unsettled by Sebastian Standing, a philosopher who is also an inveterate philanderer. 
Virginia Standing, stili tormented by her husband's charm- facile as it may be- responds 
to Richard with only half a heart, while Sebastian, anxious to keep the situation static, 
goes off to Spain alone but cannot keep Jane from following him. And while the incon- 
stant Sebastian is sure that it is Virginia that he will always want as his wife, and 
Jane realizes that her world has been well lost for love, it is Virginia who is left with 
the final decision between the persistent Richard and the repentant Sebastian.... A cock- 
tail hour entertainment of heady impulses and delicate situations, accomplished with 
taste and skill for a feminine audience. 


February 25 


Fowler, Helen Morrow 
THE INTRUDER $3.00 


A pleasantly surfaced story of some very disturbed lives as the weekend visit 
of Paul Duncan to the Carmichaels- some time after the death of their son Adrian in the 
hands of the Japanese- fills in the facts of his tortured death and helps to close off 
the tragedy. But Paul, who is a postwar psycho, driven by the obsession that he must 
kill Adrian's young children because of a promise made to the dead man who had reveal- 
ed his wife's unfaithfulness, is a threat sensed only by the faithful servant in the 
house. He is also a catalyst in several situations as he exorcises Megan Carmichael's 
love for a married man: as he helps to free a young man from a mother who had induced 
his emotional and physical invalidism: and as he castigates an idiot boy. But the 
idiot who, in his revenge against Paul, thwarts his plan to destroy the children, in- 
flicts a head injury which helps to restore Paul's reason..... A small town in Austra- 
lia backgrounds this fateful Friday to Sunday during which one may question the number 
of characters and situations which are off balance- to a point which is overwrought. 


February 26 


Prosser, William H. Little, Brown 
NINE TO FIVE $3 .00 


A smoothly processed rather than deeply registered account of a nine to five 
day in an old line investment firm in Boston- which catches most of the inflections 
and innuendos which animate interoffice communications. In particular this is Bill 
Tarrant's story, Bill who is young, liked and trusted, and in line for a partnership- 
but now a target of office talk because of his very recognizable relationship with 
Tina Besten, his assistant and a director's niece. Unpleasant incidents pile up; 
Molly Bassford, who sells securities on the road but keeps her own insecurity covered 
in mink, returns to the main office with a proprietary eye cn Bill; Harrison, Bill's 
immediate superior, gets involved in a divorce action which costs him his job; an 
office girl suicides; and Tina is about to break with Bill until it is she who points 
out his responsibility towards those who share his job and give it some meaning be- 
yond material success... The business world- in human terms- with a bright, modern 
touch to attract a light reading public. But not the boom or bust of Executive Suite. 


February 2% Il> 
Shaw, Arnold Random House 
THE MONEY SONG $3.00 


The cut-in, cut out, cutthroat practices of Tin Pan Alley background Ken 
Sloan's rocky romance with Nancy Hawthorne and his rockier education in writing a hit 
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tun. Nancy, secretary to a music publisher, urges and eggs him into a complete sub- 
mersion in the song world, gets him to associate with Sad Sam, Typewriter Charlie 
and approves of his showcasing her roommate, singer Connie. Insisting that his tal- 
ent is not yet commercial, she steers him through a steal in one of his songs, sees 
that he learns about demos, sheet music, show tunes, copy sellers, recordings, etc., 
and breaks with him more than once over his determination to buck the big, dirty crowd 
and stick with the small guys. Through an old schoolmate, Ken gets the chance to do 
@ night club show, tangles over a sexy thrush and is involved in a shooting before 
the show opens. There are deals and excitement over Ken's music- and he and Nancy 
tune in to wedding bells. A nice guy developing sharp elbows and getting hurt in the 
process is projected against an intimate panorama of the profession (the author is 
active and well known in the music business) which highlights the low life while 
dwelling on the rewards. More interesting as a documentary and a diagnosis than as 
@novel. Not for conservatives. 


vat 
February 27 

Arfelli, Dante Scribner 

THE FIFTH GENERATION $3.50 


A story of a small village in Italy- before, hiring and after the war- 
follows the economic uncertainty and political distemper of these years with a cer- 
tain toneless realism. It is primarily through Claudio and his friend Berto, both 
the sons of fishermen, that the changing directions of the times are projected. 
Their fathers, active anti-Fascists, are turned in and eventually killed through 
information given by the local photographer, but it is not until after the war that 
Berto is able to discharge his revenge and kill the informer. Claudio closes off a 
boyhood love for Carla for an affair with Elena, unhappily married, and his return 
to that relationship after the war is with the knowledge of its impermanence. The 
village itself, facing the threat of both Germans and the advancing British, be- 
comes a shell where the class conflict between the shipowners and fishermen stages 
a final show of violence- and Claudio, directionless, ambitionless, moves on to 
another city and another job.... A bleak monotone- where lives are caught in the 
drift of changing ideologies and piayed out in poverty and misery- this has a cer- 
tain dreary reality- a doubtful recommendation at best for an American audience. 


Fosburgh, Hugh | Scribner 
7 VIEW FROM THE AIR G 2 9 $3.50 — 
A successor to Zhe Hunter matches the physical excitement of that book 
in a high altitude perspective on the war in the Pacific where John Gibson, the 
pilot, Mike Luca, his bombardier, and Homer Lovely, flight officer, fly out their 
quota on the Upstairs Maid. ‘For Gibson, who had turned down an easy out in a 
correspondent's job, to enlist- and lick his fear of flying, acquires self-respect 
as well as a sure control of the machine he hated, and establishes a close solidar- 
ity with Homer and Mike- with whom he trains. From their lest night on the town be- 
fore shipping off to the Pacific when some rotten liquor sours their dreams of con- 
quest, this follows the sequences of action in which they crowd their luck; the 
bombing of a Japanese base which is a well calculated risk; the crippling of an 
engine but the safe-landing of their B-24; the lengthening tensions- and shortening 
temmers- as the count is raise from 30 to 35 to 40 missions and Mike loses his 
nerve; and finally the achievement of the fateful 40th which will send Gibson home- 
to Priscilla- when he learns that his crew will be turned over to an unstable pilot- 
and he volunteers to stay on until a more fit replacement can be found.... Not a 
big book, and not for the big market, but there's a likeability to these boys and a 
fresh feel to the handling. ; 
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February #7 


Lowrey, Walter S. ~  Serdbner sy 
WATCH NIGHT $3.50 


An account rendered by William Ransom Edwards, a young Negro awaiting electro- 
cution whom the army had taked out of New Antioch, Mississippi, and to whom it had offer- 
ed a college education. Graduated from Wrexham in New England, assured of white friend- 
ships, both there and at home, Edwards returns to his parents before taking a teaching 
job in Chicago and the summer brings havoc when a charge of rape and assault on a white 
girl- the daughter of his mother's long term employers- lands him in jail and rouses the 
community. College classmates take a hand in the trial, a lawyer is imported, and Edwards 
here reviews the propulsions, negations and balances that motivated his refusal to try to 
escape, his willingness to suffer his own weaknesses and strength, and the storm and fury 
behind the white supremacy that would not have let him win. Throughout this testimony in 
anticipation of death is the line of tradition, broken now but not acknowledged; a line 
of portraits- of a white girl who conformed and a white boy who did not, of a tormented 
mother and her son who had traveled further than she knew, of whites and blacks forced 
to play the parts so long accorded them, ready, but not willing to break through age old 
disciplines. Parenthetical, elliptical, the incendiary note here is balanced by exhaus- 
tive analysis of personal and regional psychology and adds another document to records 


of racial-democratic relations. 


Scribner 
DRAW NEAR TO BATTLE 2 }4 $3.50 


Wheelwright, Jere 


A romp, which is sometimes rousing, through French politics of 1805, carries 
Ridgely Howard, of Maryland, right into Napoleon's army. Trying for Cecilie's favors he 
becomes embroiled in the royalist efforts, delivers a messenger and finds himself sought 
by Fouche and the police and branded a spy. Cary Gilmor, his childhood love, arrives 
in Paris in time to help him cool his head, but not his heels, saves him from a duel, 
and equals Cecilie's determination to get, and keep, her man. Howard's recklessness 
lends him before Talleyrand and then Napoleon, and to redeem himself, he volunteers as 
a voltigeur in the Fourteenth of the Line, against the Russians. He endures the hunger, 
fatigue and pain of the campaign, is wounded and captured in the massacre of Eylau, and 
attached to the British mission as an hostler, eventually makes his escape back to the 
French. Again held as a spy, his sentence is commuted by Napoleon who orders him to 
quit the country- which returns him to Cary and a future as a doctor. A foreigner medd- 
ling in state affairs and a pawn of subtler brains is a good focus for a picaresque 


based on history. 


Dutourd, Jean | Simon & Schuster 
A DOG'S HEAD : (3 $3.00 


With a worldliness and sophistication that Stuart Little did not attempt, this 
again casts about in the field of physical abnormalities. Edmond Du Chaillu is born 
with a dog's head, his parents shudderingly try to accept their lot, condition him to hate 
and fear dogs, and the world, from childhood on, encourages him to all kinds of experimen- 
tation in his oscillations of adjustment. His sad and trusting spaniel's physiognomy 
leads him into absurd and humiliating situations in his youth: the army is a haven of 
doubtful peace: a bank proves comfortable but a female employee proves treacherous: fin- 
ancial success gives him social eclat: a passionate affair with Anne, who turns out to be 
psychiatric, brings him down to his “canine predestination". With a mind not as ambiguous 
as his body, Edmond's subjection or rebellion to Fate's collar and leash traces a marked 
minority in the excess of inequality as a fable, a moral, a commentary- or a symbol- of 
man's inhumanity to man, men- or dogs. A well pointed translation from the French by 
Robin Chancellor. 
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; a O'Rourke, Frank Random House 
~€ VIOLENCE AT SUNDOWN $2.50 


*A last job for Bob Travis, town marshal, heads into some angry action when 
powerful Stacey Goodlove rides into town and one of his men is killed. Unable to 
swing a conviction against the man who had shot in self-defense, Goodlove promises 
his own retaliation, and his best friend's death supplements his determination for 
revenge. But when Goodlove and his men appear again- ready to kill- it is a small 
boy who deflects the vendetta... A limber handling for a cleancut line of excitement. 


Carr, Glyn 4 Dutton 
MURDER ON THE MATTERHORN $2.50 


Abercrombie Lewker, ex British secret service, and one of London's favorite 
classical actors, emerges as a sort of Pickwickian Hercule Poirot, complete with 
mannerisms, erudition, and flaunting of the local authorities. He is heading for 
Zermatt and a mountain climbing holiday when he is assigned a job relating to the 
suspect affiliations of a French climber also in Zermatt. From then on complication 
follows complication- violent death and quantities of suspects and a not too palat- 
able finale. Plus marking for atmosphere and suspense- and minus on routine and 
tidy wind-up. 


February 19 
Little, Constance & Gwenyth Doubleday 
THE BLACK IRIS $2.50 


Nocturnal vagaries of two elderly spinisters, who entertain their suitors 
and dramatize their quarrels by open duelling at midnight- pistols loaded with blanks 
and an occasional live bullet. There are complications by way of a tomb in the cel- 
lar, a new grave being used for stolen goods, two potential heirs to a substantial 
fortune, a marriage that seems more mock than real, a corpse that disappears- and 
finally one spinister hatchet-killed, the other disappearing. The unravelling of the 
tangled web suggests spoof of the drsenic and Old Lace genre, though the humor runs 
thin. 


Lorac, E.C.R. Doubleday 
SPEAK JUSTLY OF THE DEAD $2.50 


*Pgychological mystery revolving around the character of the matron of Gram- 
arye, Sister Monica, efficient, dogmatic, and called "wonderful" by all the villagers. 
The Ferens, newly arrived doctor and his wife, dislike her at sight- but find no 
takers. Then comes her death- by drowning- at the point where one of her wayward 
girls had mysteriously drowned some time before. The village clams up- and it takes 
Scotland Yard approach to relax the tensions and to discover that almost everyone had 
motive and opportunity to kill her. The very effort to cover the trail that might 
lead to the killer fails- and the story ends with a confession which tells the story 
behind the front. Crime Club. 











Announcing for February 23 


Bentley, E.C. Knopf 
TRENT'S CASE BOOK $3.95 








An omnibus volume which brings to today's addicts three early volumes, the 
first dating back to 1913:- Treat’s Last Case, Trent's Own Case; Trent Intervenes. 
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Katkov, Norman Kn 

THE FABULOUS FANNY $3 .50/$k00 3.9 5 
An unashamed presentation of Fanny Brice, as she was to people who knew her- and 

from her own writings- offers many reflections of a personality and a career and adds up 

to an effective and interesting mosaic. Almost every chapter is led into by a different 

person- her brother, Lew, and her sister, Carolyn, Ida and Eddie Cantor, Trixie Wilson, 

Nick Arnstein, Polly Moran, Ann Pennington, George Cukor, John Cromwell, Billy Rose, 

Ben Hecht, Katharine Hepburn- and others tell of their associations with Fanny and rem- 

inisce about her life. It's a trouper's story, from the early evidences of her gifts, 

her first parts in burlesque, the great chance that came her way with Ziegfeld and the 

Follies and the Music Box Revues, on to the movies and her national following in radio 

as Baby Snooks. And there are her three marriages, to Frank White so she wouldn't gyp 

the cast out of a dinner; to Nick Arnstein who had all her love, loyalty and devotion, 

in and out of jail, in and out of the money, until he went too far; to Billy Rose for 

whom the shadow of the Brice name was too big. There are her many friends, her decorat- 

ing, her interest in painting, her naturalness and humanity, her warm vitality, and her 

story covers more than one field of the entertainment world- and the gangster,too. If 

it lacks the personal sparkle of 7Jallulah, it doesn't miss as it mirrors a well loved 


funny woman. (L.H.J. serial) 
Three for Special Note 


Important- do not overlook its particular market, David EF. Lilienthal's BIG BUSINESS 

(Harper); one for those seeking something off the track of routine writing— THE LITTLE = 
MADELEINE by Mrs. Robert Henrey (Dutton); and one for sheer enchantment, BOUQUET DE 

FRANCE by Samuel Chamberlain (Gourmet). See reports in pages following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
January 5 


Leeming, Joseph George Stewart 
THE WHITE HOUSE IN PICTURE AND STORY Paper $1.50;Cloth $2.50 


Just in time for Inauguration comes this much needed pictorial history of the 
White.House. With well over 100 photographs, and with a running text, so arranged as to 
conform closely with the pictures, the story is told, administration following adminis- 
tration, with enough of the individuals involved, and their contribution to the develop- 
ment of the White House, outside and in, to tie the whole together. In addition, there 
are brief marginal captions which provide highlight facts of contemporary historical 
value. An enormous amount of painstaking research in a field extraordinarily sparse in 
sources makes this a valuable document for future researchers. There's enough spice of 
anecdote to give it a reading value as well. Pictorially, the photographs provide 
chronological data on changing modes of American decoration, and the widespread interest 
in the recent complete rehabilitation of the White House makes this of particular in- 
terest this year. 

January 12 ‘ 


Henrey, Mrs. Robert Dutton 
THE LITTLE MADELEINE $4.00 a 


* A meticulous needlepoint of youthful reminiscences, this captures Parisian life 
author knew it, first in Montmartre and later in Clichy. Here are the working 

the cafes, the prostitutes, the apaches, the seamstresses, concierges, the rela- 
the neighbors, the children and the subsistence living they all knew. Matilda, 
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Madeleine's mother, growing more sombre, more hopeless, Emile, her father, once a hot- 
head from the midi, trying hard not to acknowledge defeat, the death of her two little 
brothers, the running feud with her mother's sister, the interlude with her grandmother 
at Blois, the fight for an education, the first World War- all of these are part of her 
early background. The slow grind of existing is broken by Emile's death which frees 
Madeleine for a stay in England and eventually her mother's joining her there. The 
coming of the Marcel wave and bobbed hair sends her to Paris for a hairdresser's course 
and ties off the threads of their old friends and family. The grim roster of sick- 
nesses and death, the absorbing detail of domestic dramas and economics, a Dickensian 
touch in the teeming gallery of characters make this a fascinating family scrapbook. 


January 12 


Walker, Turnley Dutton 
ROOSEVELT AND THE WARM SPRINGS STORY \ay Dutt 
vat 

From the personal experience of Rise Up and Walk (1950-Dutton) this turns to 
a wider perspective in the story of Warm Springs and the man who found hope for himself- 
and for other victims of infantile paralysis- in the waters of the forgotten- and quite 
desolate- spa. From Roosevelt's accidental arrival in Warm Springs and his discovery 
of the restorative values of the natural waters there, to his determination to develop 
the once famous resort and the inadequately equipped, inadequately financed first years 
(it was Roosevelt himself who made the first, large investment), this captures the vis- 
ion and the drive and the happy enthusiasm of the man which sustained the work at Warm 
Springs even after the pressure of politics, and later the presidency, restricted his 
stays there- at the expense of his health. The later years brought fame- and funds, as 
the first Presidential Birthday Ball raised over a million and put the project on its 
feet- for the first time, professional personnel as well as recognition were achieved; 
but it was always the spirit of the place- which was the spirit of the man- which gave 
Warm Springs its particular lift. And the book closes with the last years of increas- 
ing physical pain and diminishing enthusiasm which prefaced the final visit to Warm 
Springs- and the great man's death.... A story which in itself has an immediate in- 
terest and a lasting inspiration- although the prose here- which is at best plain- can- 
not be considered a contributory factor. 





January 23 


Bottome, Phyllis 


Harcourt ,Brace 


THE CHALLENGE $l. .75 


A personal story that stems back into an oddly dedicated childhood and girl- 
hood and thrusts forward into a happy marriage and concentrates deeply on the chall- 
enge of the the years of illness and frustration in between. Despite an inevitable 
preoccupation with tuberculosis, due to ten years spent largely in areas dedicated to 
its treatment, among people similarly afflicted, the book manages to sustain a touch 
of gaiety and absorption in the adventure of discovering people and making friends and 
sheer enjoyment of beauty wherever found. Switzerland, Italy, occasionally France or 
Austria, and recurrently her native England, found Phyllis Bottome, daughter of a 
clergyman, receptive to the vari-colored human adventure of her fight for health. The 
engagement which formed its nadir- and the break which might have written finis, be- 
came instead a basis on which her happiness ultimately found itself. Bits of glimpses 
of people famed in literature and the arts, intimate sharing of deep friendships and 
loves, these help people a record of a writer in the process of discovering herself. 
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January 30 


Gollancz, Victor Simon & Schuster — ca 
MY DEAR TIMOTHY $5 .00 






















In the form of an autobiographical letter to his young grandson Timothy the 
well known British publisher tells of his spiritual journey, especially that of his youth, 
in a world made glorious but not flawless by God. His concern with religion, a way of 
life, is constant and deep: he devotes a large portion of his book to the Jewish Orthodox 
faith, from which along with his father's stringent doctrines he revolted. His heritage 
is nevertheless present when he discusses the merits of socialism and a borderline’Chris- 
tianity. Alternating with intense dwellings on the heavens and hells of child and. man 
are mood-modulating interludes of the present moment. The style is always rich and-never 
reticent, well suited to the essentially emotional history and hymn the book comprises. 
Men of more moderate and reserved cast may find this seriously self-conscious outpouring 
a trifle heavy or embarrassing, but the warmth and cultivation of writing will appeal to 
many others, who are informed-along with Timothy-that a second volume of the letter, And 
Also Much Cattle, is to follow. (PLs: the form may be misleading; though addressed to 
a child for future consumption, this is definitely adult fare, in regard to ideas and 
experiences.) 

1) as on 


February 5 


Whitney, Leon F., D. V. M. Doubleday 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF DOG CARE $3.95 


An authoritative companion to this author's previous The Complete Book of Home 
Pet Care (1950) and Feeding Our Dogs (1949) guides the dog owner through all vital and s 
necessary information about his pet and should make a useful and helpful reference book 

around the house. You'll learn how to pick a veterinary, how to raise puppies, how to 

groom and bathe your four footed friend; you'll get a scientific education in canine 

physiology and feeding, and a complete course on first aid in emergencies and treatment 

of diseases. Exercise, breeding, proper treatment and care in hospitals, boarding ken- 

nels, at dog shows, etc., - this should guide the master (or mistress) along a well de- 

fined and well equipped course. For owners, breeders, kennels, an excellent one volume 

standby. Illustrated and indexed. | 























Announcing for February 12 


Rutgers University Press 
Pre-Pub1.$95. ;Post-$115 .00 
THE COLLECTED WORKS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


This work has been in progress under the Abraham Lincoln Association and now 
includes, in so far as is known, approximately 99% of extant Lincoln material. It will 
provide basic source materiai for all Lincoln scholars and researchers. An essential 
item for large public libraries and college libraries. 


February 16 


Cohen, Elliot E.- /d. Kno 
COMMENTARY ON THE AMERICAN SCENE $15 $6700 


These "Portraits of Jewish Life in America" are based on the assumption that 
"Jews are interesting but not particularly special either in privilege or under-privilege", 
and in the reflection and revaluation of ordinary Jewish life (the concentration is on 
the middle and lower middle strata) show the particular identity of this people. Yield- 
ing to the pressure of adaptation and assimilation, losing many of the traditional cus- 
toms, adopting often the dubious values of American middle class respectability, the group 
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portrait here indicates the social mobility of the Jews while preserving much that is 
integral within the walls of the home. New York City, of course, provides the widest 
& variation of neighborhood settlements- from the Bronx and the Grand Concourse and the 
new (post Hitler) Fourth Reich in Washington Heights, to the older, poorer sections 
on the lower East Side and in Brownsville and Brighton Beach; but there's the “new 
Eden“ in San Francisco where the greatest assimilation has occurred; a garden housing 
project in Illinois; a New England town where the alrightnicks have adopted completely 
middle class values. Garment workers on Seventh Avenue, chicken farmers in New Jersey, 
a paintnerand an old clothes man, a “kochaelein” hotel in the Catskills, a delicates- 
sen, the orthodoxy of an early shul in Tulsa and the magic of yichus, all amplify a way 
of life which is changing but retains much of the character of its culture and heritage. 
These pieces- most of them by little known (bookwise) authors are from the magazine 
Commentary. 
















February 16 


Shipley, Joseph T.-/d, Philosophical Library 
DICTIONARY OF WORLD LITERATURE $7 .50 


Announcing a second edition of a work that has proved its value and that is 
a companion volume to the two-volume Encyclopedia of Literature in which the surveys 
of content and accounts of the authors are found. This volume deals- alphabetically- 
_ with terminology, techniques, literary schools of thought, etc. Of specialized rather 
than general interest- a market directed primarily to college libraries, reference 
shelves, etc. The entries vary in length according to the importance of the subject:- 
English criticismis given about twenty pages; chap book takes up nine lines. 







February 18 





Lilienthal, David E. Harper 


BIG BUSINESS: 4 New Era $3-+00 2,757 






*This should jolt many thoughtful readers out of a complacent tendency to 
assume that Big Business and Robber Barons are still synonymous. David Lilienthal, 
whose identification with T.V.A. and the Atomic Energy Commission might lead many to 
expect a defense of Big Government, here presents the case for Big Business in cogent 
terms, challenging everyone to recognize the change that has taken place within big 
business itself, the enormous contribution it is continually making to security, both 
national and individual, to conservation, to research, to survival of the essentials 
of American liberalism, rooted as it is in the capacity to accept change. He paints 
no rose-colored picture, either of bigness per se, or bigness in government or in 
business; he recognizes the faults, the dangers; but he recognizes, too, the relation 
of bigness in business to the bigness of America in the world today. His own experi- 
ence has taught him that certain concepts can be realized only with the facilities 
and know-how big business provides; he has learned too that small business survives 
and flourishes because big business makes it possible. He feels that government con- 
trols- as operating today- are outmoded, and demand revision, just as our thinking 
needs new direction....A year ago Fortune Magazine devoted an entire issue to U.S.A. 
Permanent Revolution in which many of these factors were given a new look. Here, 
through the measured judgment of one of our leading Americans, the challenge is pre- 
sented to those who are inclined to assume that verdicts of a past generation operate 
today. 






















Loveridge, Arthur Harper 
I DRANK THE ‘ZAMBESI $4.00 











The naturalist-author of Many Happy Days I've Squandered and Tomorrow's A 
Holiday,is again in Africa in connection with his work for the Harvard Museum of Com- 
parative Zoology, in this account of his safari in the Nyasaland Protectorate. Accom- 


a 
















-780- Non-fiction December 15, 1952 


panied by his wife and sister-in-law, the latter their volunteer truck driver, and nu- 
merous native helpers who are constantly replacing one another, the intrepid scientist 
hunts, shoots and pickles or skins every species of fauna he can find on the mountain » 
plateau, by the Zambesi River, through the diminishing forests - cobras and crocodiles, 
lizards, zebras, elands, elephant shrews, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera... While these 

creatures give the book some color, the author's preoccupation with the general routine 

of camp life and failure to give point to his stories makes for flat reading. Essen- 

tially for the naturalists. Illustrated. 





February 19 


Joseph, Richard Doubleday 
WORLD WIDE MONEY CONVERTER AND TIPPING GUIDE $1.00 Jf 


A handbook for reference in business offices where world currency is a matter 
of daily operation. Country by country- in alphabetical arrangement- the charts of 
currency (Ex. Argentine into U.S.3; U.S. into Argentine) are given, followed by accepted 
procedure on tipping in hotels and restaurants, etc. Sharply specialized market:- 
banks, importers, travel agencies primarily. 


Nicholds, Elizabeth Doubleday  y2— 
THUNDER HILL $2,75 % 





A pleasantly warm and lively account of life on a goat farm set in the blatant- 
ly cow country of the Catskills. The author gladly left the big city to those who want 
success in monetary terms, and with her mother and aunt and a former student. took to the 
life of sentiment. She affectionately tells the tale of her goats, and with varying de- 
grees of warmth that of the dogs, cats, cows, chickens and horses that at one time or 
another have graced or disgraced the farm. Her attention extends to her fellow human » 
beings, of the hapless trials with quickly discarded hired men, and with the happy in- 
crease in the farm family when the young vet marries Bobby, her young helper. A nice 
book for ladies with a touch of spark and sentiment, one that those who have reached 
the age of leisure will enjoy. 















Dutton 
MERRY HALL $3.75 





Nichols, Beverly 








A far ery from Down the Garden Path (and a Tudor cottage) to Merry Hall (and 
a Georgian mansion with fairly extensive acreage), but the prevailing spirit is the same. 
Beverly Nichols is at his best in writing of his first love and last- gardens. Here, in 
acquiring "Merry Hall", his imagination had full sway, for the house and grounds were 
well-nigh buried in the acquisitions of insensitive owners, who hid the simplicity of 
the basic structure, superimposed atrocities of plantings and statuary and wrongly 
placed duck ponds. The reader goes merrily along as Nichols and his faithful Gaskin 

and the not too confident Oldfields achieve the miracle of reincarnation. There's 
beauty and humor in the telling (and confessedly a bit of whimsy), but the Beverly 
Nichols' fans will rejoice in this return to an old love- and a new. One could wish 
that the last chapters lived up to the promise of the first. 












Announcing for February 25 3} 4 


Heilner, Van Campen ' Knopf 
SALT WATER FISHING $7.50 





Published originally in 1937, this has been brought up to date in records and @ 
pictures (in color and line, by W. Goadby Lawrence) and the tuna chapter has, been re- 
written. Introduction by Ernest Hemingway. 
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February 23 


& Wallace, Marie World 
COME TO THE COUNTRY $2.75 


The one thing that distinguishes this from other country house books is that 
the setting is Ohio- an hour's drive from Cleveland- and virtually every other book in 
this category that I can recall deals with New England or some area close to the eastern 
seaboard. Otherwise there is little here that recommends it particularly (and this from 
one who is a pushover for books about country living). The Wallaces had the usual 
hesitation over taking the drastic step; Mrs. Wallace had her bit of luck in finding 
her dream site- and managed to get the house of her dreams built. There is enough about 
pets and guests and neighbors, about minor adventures and misadventures, to give a 
wholesome atmosphere of reality and a recurrent recognition quality to all who have done 
likewise. There is no particular thesis here- just another record of a happy venture. 
Nice drawings in bold line by Anne Hopkins. 


February 25 


Hutchinson, Bruce Longmans, Green 
THE INCREDIBLE CANADIAN $5 .00 \ 


Plain but influential William Lyon Mackenzie King was an incredible man for 
the inconsistencies and persistences that marked his strange life and tenure as prime 
minister of Canada from the twenties through the early forties. His personality and 
practices, unattractive and unremembered as they are wont to be by many of his country- 
men, had the lasting effects, the earmarks of the unorthodox that merit perhaps an 
even deeper psychological study than that offered by Mr. Hutchinson along with his 

a thorough chronological examination of political events- but through the career of prime 
ministership almost by unpopularity, of a sincere belief in the welfare state that so 
irritated the conservatives, of a refusal to enact wartime conscription laws that 
branded him shirker, appeaser and almost started open rebellion- the personal traits 
emerge. Grandson of the famous William Mackenzie, renegade of the rebellion of 1837, 
Kin; had a legacy of political fervor. He also had an abiding, never replaced love 
for his mother. These, combined with his celibacy, tightness in friendship, sense of 
self-dedication and an illogical disregard for the grass roots spirit of his land and 
people, make Hutchinson's subject the ponderable man he was. A book to be studied. 


Fielding, Temple H. Wm. Sloane-Morrow 
FIELDING'S TRAVEL GUIDE TO EUROPE $4.95 


* When I reviewed this- enthusiastically- in 1948, I looked at it in the ab- 
stract, objectively- and thought it for men chiefly- a practical, realistic collect- 
ion of facts and trivia, with specific details about some twenty odd countries. Today, 
in sizing up the complete revision (based on a year of intensive survey), I'm look- 
ing at it from the angle- What do I want to know before going to Europe next summer? 
And I know that here is the trouble shooter, the headache saver, the book I must have 
to supplement the guidebooks that will tell me what to see. Expanded to include as 
much for women as for men, from planning, preparations and packing, on through details 
regarding reservations, costs, rationing, customs, tipping, laundry, transportation, 
shopping, etc.etc. Again the last two thirds take up individual countries, in alpha- 
betical order, and give: up to the minute details on hotels, restaurants, shops, customs. 


repruary 26 (5 


Benuzzi, Felice Dutton 
NO PICNIC ON MOUNT KENYA $3.75 















A diary which chronicles with rather deliberate detachment an unusual story 
of an escape from a prison camp in East Africa in 1946- an escape which was motivated 
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by the impulse to climb Mt. Kenya, to which the inadequacy of provisions and equipment 
as well as their own physical unfitness lent reckless odds. From the escape itself- 

which was comparatively easy- to the dangers outside where any white man was conspicu- 
ously suspect, this follows a hard path through tropical forests to the actual ascent; 
the physical weakness of all three men- and for Benuzzi- an attack of mountain sickness. 








The climb was made possible through the exhilaration and wonder of this world. above to which 


hunger and exhaustion lent an insistent, increasing pressure. The way down- and back- 
led to the expected point of return, the prison camp... More than the heights here lend 
a dizziness to this attempt and achievement, which is balanced off by the impersonal 
precision of its recording, a factor which precludes the drama of say- Annapurna. 


February 26 


Dutton 


Brooks, Van Wyck 
THE WRITER IN AMERICA $3.00 
A challenging approach to the various facets which condition the writer in 

America today - done in a series of ‘essays with a connecting thread,’ but each segment 

a rounded study in itself:- On Certain Critics (who- he feels- are more concerned with 
manner than with matter); Makers and Finders (a charge that criticism is done in a vacu- 
um, a lack of awareness of the contribution made by the past); Beyond Adolescence (deplor- 
ing the high degree of fatalities as young writers peter out); Transnationalism while di- 
agnosing "our brazen world" he yet sees us as acquiring an "all world mindedness") The 
Silent Gexseration (@ grim picture of the disintegration of the humanitarian, liberal, pro- 
gressive values and the substitution of frustration, tension, retrospectiveness). In two 
final chapters he makes some cogent analyses of Lewis Mumford's contribution and of Faulk- 
ner's creed, denied in his own writings; he sees the nihilism of the last generation and 
pleads for an end to the cult of callousness and immaturity... Not easy reading, but re- 


warding in the demand made upon the reader's own literary conscience. : 
February 7? 
Gibney, Frank Farrar, Straus & Young 
FIVE GENTLEMEN OF JAPAN $4.00 


. Subtitled, Portrait of a Nation's Character,.this is a somewhat unusual ap- 
proach to a thesis- or as the author calls it "an essay"- of the Japanese character, in 
which five figures are chosen, from different walks of life, to serve as catalysts for 
study. A farmer-landowner, a foreman in the steel industry, a former admiral and pre- 
sent industrialist, a young newspaperman and the Emperor - their beliefs and traditions 
form a continuum, and recurrently Gibney (naval officer during World War II, Time Maga- 
zine correspondent who has spent some time in Japan) uses his "gentlemen" as sounding 
boards. He turns to history in seeking understanding of the polarities of Japanese 
character, which encompasses the most delicate artistry and savage brutality; he. traces 
the Shinto beliefs, the contacts with other Asians and the heritage of Confucianism and 
Buddhism, the long era of insularity, the industrialization under the Meiji Restoration, 
the embarking on a period of imperial conquest that broke the national divinity concept 
and the theory of invincibility. Then there is the aftermath of war,- occupation, change, 
the impact of the Communist POWs returned from Siberia, the acceptance of a constitution 
for democratization. One could wish he had used his "five gentlemen" more consistently, 
and with more humanization of the subject. As it emerges, this is pretty solid reading. 


Finch, Percy | Scribner 
SHANGHAI AND BEYOND 3 [9 $4.00 ~ 


A zesty profile- by wars and politics, personality portraits and economic stu- 
dies in microcosm, ideologies, and in chronological sequence- of the fabulous east China 
city and the environs that had a bearing on its life. Friend and conversant of notables, 
Mr. Finch's experiences have the aura of well grounded authority that lends impact. He is 
at equal ease with Mao's flight to Yenan or the sad foreswearance by Chiang of Sun Yat 
Sen's ideals as he is with a picture of life in the brothel of the famous Shanghai madame 
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Gracie Gale, or an episode to point up the inevitable richesse and rancour to be gained 
from the opium trade. Far more space is given to politics than to the incidentals of 
place and personality and through the chapters the thread of events that lled from the 
revolution of 1911 to communist victory is clear. Deploring each mistake, the author's 
objectivity emerges as he speaks of Sun Yat Sen's failure to understand the peasants, 
Chiang's ruthless recourse to dictatorship, Japanese invasion, the duplicities of the 
situationally victorious Moscow and French trained communists, now characterized by a 
Chinese individuality that cannot be dubbed Russian. Breadth of perception, imagina- 
tive phraseology make this essentially readable. 


Potiruary 21 


Hughes, Dorothy Scribner 
THE GREEN LOVING $2.50 


A small but intriguing collection of poems of distinctly individual flavor. 
The approach is preponderantly psychological- there are poems concerned with the re- 
lations ‘between human beings, with awakening and maturing; there is a series of sket- 
ches of city life; there are ruminations on London and the Salisbury Cathedral and on 
the nature of chairs, all somehow mindful of the human element. The imagery is lively 
and usually effective, with a thrust to it; the appeal to intellect and emotion... 


Specialized Interests 
Received too Late for Report - but Please Note 


Radin, Paul & Marvel, Elinore Bollingen Series 
AFRICAN FOLKTALES AND SCULPTURE Pantheon -$8.50 


Books in this series contribute to the interrelation of facets of cultural 
history. This- for experts in this field- is a significant collection. Superb 
format. (Publ.) 


Taylor, Norman Van Nostrand 
THE PERMANENT GARDEN and COLOR IN THE GARDEN Each $2.25 


Two books that complement each other, since the one deals with basic plann- 
ing of layout (including 6 garden plans for plots of sizes ranging from 30x100 to 
200 sq.) and emphasis on trees, shrubs and vines, a "green garden” demanding nominal 
care; while the other book treats specifically of gardens dominated by different colors,- 
a red garden, a blue or yellow or pink or white or grey and lavender garden. While 
both books have sound fundamentals and approach the tangibles realistically (hardiness, 
successive bloom, height, texture, etc. etc.), and while both contain lists that would 
be invaluable, lists that chart in the one trees, shrubs and vines and in the other 
herbaceous plants chiefly, so that the aspiring gardener can know what to use for spe- 
cific purposes, where, and how, what to expect by way of growth, color, pattern, neither 
book- for this "aspiring gardener” at least- persuades me that "il faut cultiver notre 
jardin". (2/12) | 


Drummond, Mary H. Macmillan 
STYLING CORSAGES WITH GARDEN FLOWERS $4.50 


A new approach to making corsages which suggests the practicability of this 
being a hobby for the home gardener (as well as for the small florist who would build 
@ reputation for unique- and not extravagant- corsages). Sound background information 
and guidance on what flowers to use and when and how, techniques of styling corsages, 
consideration of appropriateness to occasion and wearer. Numerous photographs and 
drawings. A practical book- a new approach. Call to attention of special channels. 


(2/17) 









professional who wishes to extend his knowledge of the field. While stencilling, in its 
finer aspects, occupies a major portion of the text, free design is given some valuable 
aids. A brief introductory chapter or so deals with the history of American decorative 
forms applied to furniture. He then goes on to the basic materials and equipment, how 
to mix colors for special effects, how to prepare the background (painting and graining), 
how to cut stencils. He then goes on to the techniques of decorative processes, working 
with bronze, with gold leaf, shading,striping, finishing. The major part of the book 
consists of work patterns, including some phases of folk art. ‘And the text throughout 

is elaborately illustrated with photographs and diagrams and stencil details. (1/8) 


nitely more. Anyone who knows the Samuel Chamberlain of numerous regional photographic 
books, capturing the simple glories of the New England countryside, the towns and vil- 
lagesj; anyone who remembers his France Will Live Again holds passport to the magic of 

his photography, his gift of line and etching, his ability to share his own enthusi- 
asms, his sensitivity in words as flowing as his pictures. And before that, some of us 
knew him behind the pseudonym of Phineas Beck in the immortal Clementine of the Kitchen, - 
as a gourmet who could write about food as well as share his secrets. Bouquet de France 
combines all these facets of Samuel Chamberlain, in text expanded beyond the articles 
that appeared in Gourmet, illustrated with superb photographs and enchanting sketches. 

It is a beautiful piece of bookmaking- too perishable for the kitchen shelf, despite 

the fact that one is impelled to tuck reminder slips again and again as tempting recipes, 
talites des hostelleries de France, demand a test in one's own kitchen. Mrs. Chamber- 
lain has "translated" the recipes in terms of American usage without losing that some- 
thing intangible that proclaims their source. Beyond the body of the text is a special 
section of regional recipes, nostalgic reminders for those whose travelling is confined 
to the fireside (or the office desk)... This is my pick for Christmas for those who will 
relish it on any score - and the perfect year-round hostess gift. (Publ.) 
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Hallett, Charles Chas. T. Branford Co. Boston 
FURNITURE DECORATION MADE EASY $4.95 
* An excellent and practical work manual for the home craftsman as well as the r 





Chamberlain, Samuel Gourmet 
BOUQUET DE FRANCE $10.00 


* Subtitled An Epicurean Tour of the French Provinces - this is that and infi- 





PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Selinko, Annemarie- DESIREE- from 12/14 to 1/14 (Morrow) | 
Sackville-West, V.- THE EASTER PARTY- from 1/8 to 2/5 (Doubleday) 
Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan- THE COMPLETE SHERLOCK HOLMES- from 1/8 to 1/22 (Doubleday) 
Wolff & Wolf- HEADACHES, THEIR NATURE AND TREATMENT- from 1/14 to 3/11 (Little 
Br 
Wallace, Edward T.- THE MOON IS OUR LANTERN- price from $3.00 to $3.75(Doubleday) 
(J) Masters & Reinfeld- COINOMETRY= the de luxe edition at $3.50 is specially 
prepared for libraries and does not have the cut-out for coin insertions 
on the front cover. (Sterling) 
Swinnerton, Frank- AN AFFAIR OF LOVE- price from $3.00 to $3.75 (Doubleday) 
Kennedy, Jay- PRINCE BART- definite date 2/2) (Farrar, Straus & Young) 
Wellman, P.I.- JUBAL TROOP- price from $3.00 to $3.95 (Doubleday) 
Field, Peter- MONTANA MAVERICK- from 1/2 to 1/28 (Morrow) 
Stefferud, Alfred A.- Fd. - THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF BOOKS- definite date 2/26 
(Houghton, Mifflin & New American Library) 
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